
Honorable Speaker Ryan 
 
Honorable Leader Pelosi 
 
Honorable Chairman Bishop 
 
Honorable Ranking Member Grijalva 
 
  
As representatives of Pacific Northwest businesses that depend on healthy fish runs for 
our livelihoods we are writing to express our support for the passage of HR 2083, the 
Endangered Salmon and Fisheries Predation Prevention Act, with amendments proposed 
by the region’s state and tribal fishery co-managers. We are pleased that the legislation 
has growing bi-partisan support and has been endorsed by the largest newspaper in the 
region as well as by smaller local periodicals. 
 
The Columbia basin is renowned throughout the world for its runs of salmon, steelhead, 
and sturgeon. Each year, sport fishing contributes over $600 million to the economies in 
the Columbia Basin. Unfortunately, many of the wild runs are severely depleted from 
historical levels and are currently listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 
region is investing billions in recovering these runs and our industry has willingly taken 
our share of the hurt in the form of lost fishery opportunity. These region-wide efforts are 
being put at risk by the ever-increasing presence and predation of sea lions at migratory 
bottlenecks in the lower Columbia River. This is a learned behavior by a relatively small 
percent of the overall sea lion population.  We know this is learned because 20 years ago, 
we did not have this problem.  
 
At various pinch points in river systems, (Bonneville Dam, Willamette Falls, narrow riffles 
in the Clackamas, Sandy and Cowlitz Basins, for instance) where salmon and steelhead 
must pass to get to their natal streams, they are completely vulnerable to predatory 
pinnipeds. National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) marine mammal biologists project 
that sea lions are taking a minimum of 20% of the spring chinook run in the Columbia. 
They also believe that sea lions are the primary entity responsible for the fact that 43% of 
the spring chinook that enter the Columbia River do not make it to Bonneville Dam.   
  
Above Willamette Falls, an Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife risk assessment has 
placed the possibility of extinction at over 90% for some stocks of wild winter Steelhead, 
if predation at the falls is not quickly addressed.  These and other scientific studies provide 
ample evidence of what is happening to salmon, steelhead and sturgeon stocks as 
pinnipeds reach full carrying capacity.  While the taxpayers and rate payers are spending 
hundreds of millions of dollars every year to protect and recover the northwest’s signature 
stocks, we cannot afford to ignore this science. 
  
None of us can ever forget what happened at Ballard Locks in Seattle, starting in the mid-
1980s. Sea lions ate so many winter run steelhead heading through the locks to Lake 
Washington that the run of fish is no longer viable.  At the time, the Washington State 



Department of Fish and Wildlife was practicing all manner of non-lethal management 
actions of the sea lions--to no effect.  
  
Every other activity that has a measurable impact on salmon populations is currently 
regulated with the aim of reducing or eliminating impacts on listed stocks: sport, 
commercial and tribal fisheries; land and water practices; hydro practices; hatchery 
practices and more.  In some places, such as the Willamette River Basin, our efforts to 
restore steelhead and salmon are being erased by sea lions consuming large numbers 
of the steelhead and chinook!  Sea lions should not be exempt from management. The 
spectacular success of the Marine Mammal Protection Act should not be a path to 
extinction for salmon and steelhead.  Only Congress can amend this process to ensure 
salmon, steelhead and sturgeon populations have a chance to recover and are not further 
weakened by unmanaged healthy pinnipeds.  
 
We must protect our iconic salmon and steelhead and we would be deeply grateful for 
your acknowledgement that the issue of pinniped predation in the Columbia river must be 
addressed legislatively.  We cannot thank you enough for your support on this issue.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Liz Hamilton, Executive Director 
Northwest Sportfishing Industry Assoc. 
Oregon City, OR 
 

Dan McDonald, President & Board Chair 
Yakima Bait co. 
Granger, WA 

Dan Parnel, President 
Leisure Sales 
Auburn, WA 
 

Christopher Rask, Owner 
North Point Personalized Wealth 
Management Portland, Oregon 
 

Andy Walgamott, Editor 
Northwest Sportsman Magazine 
Seattle, WA 
 

Trey Carskadon, Marketing Director 
O'Loughlin Trade Shows 
Beaverton, OR 
 

Jolene Coats-Walsh, Publisher 
Island Creative Printing & Publishing, LLC 
Freshwater News 
NW Waterfront Living tm • NW Sailing News tm 

Lake Oswego, OR 
 

Ron Hiller, Owner 
Active Outdoors  
Tigard, OR 
 

Steffen Gambill, Principle 
Active Outdoors 
Tigard, OR 
 

Craig Mostul, Salesman 
Stevens Marine 
Milwaukie OR 
 

Cody, Herman, Owner 
Day One Outdoors, LLC & CK 
Entertainment, LLC 
Hillsboro, Oregon 

Earl Huff, Owner 
Eagle Cap Fishing Guides 
Joseph, OR 
 



 
Skylen Freet - Owner  
Skylen Freet Guided Sportfishing, LLC 
Sandy, OR 
 

R.D. Figgins, President 
Dick Nite Spoons, Inc. 
Lake Stevens, WA 
 

Tom Hester, owner 
Poulsen Cascade Tackle, LLC 
Clackamas, OR  
 

Brad Staples, Partner-Fishing Guide 
Western Fishing Adventures Ltd. 
West Linn, OR  

Bill Monroe Jr, Owner 
Bill Monroe Outdoors, LLC 
Corbett, OR 
 

Kristine E. Lumsden, Owner 
Angler Innovations, Inc. 
Boring, OR  
 

Steve Grutbo, Sales & Mrkt Manager 
Smokehouse Products, LLC. 
Hood River, OR 
 

Dan & Cindy Pickthorn, Owners 
D & G Bait, Inc. 
Clackamas, OR 

Michael Glass, Owner 
Oregon, Rod, Reel & Tackle 
Eugene, Or  
 

Kevin Newell, Owner  
Total Fisherman Guide Service  
Woodland, WA 

Matthew Parnel, Associate/Partner 
Leisure Sales, Inc. 
Auburn, WA 
 

Jeff Owens, President 
BPG Wealth 
Clackamas, OR 

Robert Bignall, Owner 
It’s All Good Guide Service 
Sherwood, OR 
 

Phil Jensen, Retired Owner 
Luhr Jensen & Son’s 
Hood River, OR 

Scott Gudes, VP for Government Affairs 
American Sportfishing Association (ASA) 
Alexandria, VA  
 

Stephen P. Mealey, President  
McKenzie River Guides Association 
Walterville, OR 
 

Ivan Cross, President/Owner 
The Merifield Company 
Camano Island, WA 

Buzz Ramsey, Brand Manager 
Yakima Bait Brand Manager 
Granger, WA 
 

Dave Eng, 
FISHENG PRODUCTS 
Eagle Creek, OR 
 

Mike Myers, Chairman & CEO 
Seasonal Marketing 
La Pine, OR 

Jack Glass, Guide 
Team Hookup Guide Service 
Troutdale, OR 

Rich and Susan Basch, Owners 
OLLIE DAMON'S 
Portland, OR 
 

  



Zach Schoonover, Sales Manager 
Maxima Fishing Line 
Hillsboro, OR 
 

Bryan Nelson, Boat Sales 
Three Rivers Marine 
Woodinville, WA 
 

Doug Hays, Owner 
Oregon Tackle Mfg 
Columbia Tackle Inc. 
Portland, OR 

Greg Hublou, Owner  
Bayside Guided Adventures  
Tillamook, OR 

 
Duane Dettmann, General Manager 
BS Fish Tales Inc - Brad's 
Longview, WA  

 
Phil Pirone, President 
Pro-Cure Inc 
Salem, OR 
 

Reinhold Shook, Sales Associate 
Three Rivers Marine 
Woodinville, WA  
 
Bradley Halleck, Owner 
NW Fish Quest 
Salem, Oregon 

Kelly Morrison, Co-President 
Silver Horde Fishing Supplies, Inc. 
Lynnwood, WA  

Harry Bresnahan, Owner 
Harry Bresnahan's Guide Service 
Woodland, WA 
 

Brooks (B.G.) Eilertson, Buyer  
Fisherman's Marine and Outdoor 
Portland, OR 

Mike Murphy, Sales Representative 
Jeff Robles & Associates  
Vancouver, WA   

 
David Hawken 
Hawken Fishing LLC 
Woodland WA 

Trevor Bellmore, Sales 
Morton and Associates 
Oregon and SW Washington 
 

John Kirby, Owner  
Ancient Mariner Guide Service  
Bay City, OR  

Greg Daft, Owner  
Robin Daft 
Terrebonne, OR 
 

Matthew Robert Schlecht, President 
Bob’s Sporting Goods 
Longview, WA 
 

Mark Rowlands, General Manager 
Fisherman’s Marine & Outdoor 
Portland, OR 

Paul Anderson, Owner 
Anderson & Anderson Engineering, LLC 
DBA, Anchor-Caddie 
Woodburn, OR 
 

Chris McBride 
Regional Account Manager 
Big Rock Sports 
West Linn, OR 

Chris Neimann, Owner 
Big C Tackle 
Portland, Oregon 
 

Haibin Wang, President 
Fish-Field Inc. 
Portland, OR 

  

http://www.andersonengineeringco.com/
http://www.anchor-caddie.com/


Alex Brauer, Brand Director 
Fish Marketing 

Portland, OR 

 

Cody Clark, Fishing/Marine Buyer 
Bob's Sporting Goods 
Longview, Washington 
 

Leo Wilhelm, Owner 
LEO Flashers 
Umatilla, OR 

Dan Radke, Outside Sales 
Big Rock Sports 
Clackamas, OR 
 

Scott Hooper, Owner 
On Target Outdoors, LLC 
Castle Rock, WA 

Dave Morasch, Tackle Buyer 
Gunarama Wholesale, Inc 
Spokane, WA 

  
Rick Adams, Manager 
Elbe Mall  
Elbe, WA 

Tom Posey, President  
Lamiglas, Inc. 
Woodland, WA 
 

Mark Landry, Division Manager 
Maschmedt & Assoc. 
Vancouver, WA 
 

Mark Mekenas, President 
Jemama Dreams, LTD 
Cannon Beach, OR  

Rich Trucke, Owner 
Trucke's 1-Stop 
Seaside, OR 
 

Cheryl Waddell, Manager 
Tillamook Sporting Goods 
Tillamook, OR 
 

Jerry Wooley, President  
Renaissance Marine Group, Inc. 
Clarkston, WA 
Along with 5 other Employees  
 

Ryanne Loomis, CFO 
North River Boats 
Roseburg, OR 
Along with 13 other Employee/Owners 

Colby Howe, Owner 
Coho Steel 
Portland, OR 
 

Stuart Carr, Owner 
S&C Rod Racks 
Milwaukie, OR 

William f. Baxter, Owner 
Baxter Industrial Analysis 
Orondo, WA  

Marc Bush, NWGAA Board Member 
Twisted Waters Guide Service 
Yelm, WA 
 

Kent Anderson, Owner 
Anderson’s Outdoors LLC 
Welches, OR 

Beth Doslich, Teacher/avid fisherman 
Jewell School District #8 
Astoria, OR  
 

Bob Rees, Owner/Operator  
Bob Rees’ Fishing Guide Service 
Clackamas, OR  

Robin Olson, President 
Rubber Resource, Inc. 
Portland, OR 
 



Tom Miceli, Sales Rep 
United States Gypsum 
Puyallup, WA 

Don Peck, Owner/Operator 
Peck’s Guide Service 
Astoria, OR 
 

Ted Schuman, Owner/Guide 
Winter Run Guide Service 
Puyallup, Wa 

Phil Paradis, President 
Paradise Guide Service 
Oregon City, OR 

Neil  Branze 
Township  Properties 
Seaside, OR 

Chris Vertopoulos, Owner 
Northwest Angling Experience  
Portland, OR 

  
Ryan Cartmill 
Metro Aviation 
Bend, OR  
 

Jeff Keightley, Owner/Operator  
Astoria Fishing Charters  
Astoria, OR 

Doug Rees, Co-owner 
The Guide’s Forecast 
Clackamas, OR 

Grant Putnam, Owner/Operator 
Grant’s Outdoors Adventures 
Madras, OR 
 

Ed Bergstrom, Owner 
Fish It All Guide Service LLC 
Battle Ground, WA 

Bill Kremers, Owner 
Oregon River Trails Outfitter 
Corvallis, OR  

 
Brandon McGavran, Owner 
Brandon’s Guide Service 
Kalama, WA 

Aaron O’Leary, Owner 
Anglers Obsession 
Forks, WA 
 

Austin Moser, Owner 
Austin’s Northwest Adventures  
Wenatchee, WA  

Jesse Zalonis 
Fishhouse Outdoor Company Guide  
Hebo, OR 
 

Paul Ockerman, Owner 
Ocks Fishing Adventures 
Forks, WA 

Jon Stagnitti, Real Estate Broker 
Land and Wildlife  
Forest Grove, OR 
 

William Meyer, Owner 
Bill Meyer Fishing  
Forks, WA 

Connor Taplin, Owner 
CT Sport Fishing 
Tillamook, OR 
 

Andy Martin 
Brookings Fishing Charters 
Brookings, OR 

John Blanchard  
Sharkys Charters 
Charleston, OR 
 

RJ Hermanz, Owner 
One Armed Bandit Guide Service 
Vancouver, WA 

Bill Williamson, Owner 
BC Angling Supply 
Portland, OR 



 
Nick Amato, Publisher 
Frank Amato Publications 
Milwaukie, OR 
 

Pat Abel, Owner 
Pat Abel’s Guide Service 
Tillamook, OR 

Frank Armendariz, Owner 
River Trail Outfitters 
Eugene, OR 
 

Brad Baker, Owner 
Coho Design 
Portland, OR 

Dave Calhoun, Owner 
NW Rods 
Kalama, WA 

 

 

Cc:  Northwest Delegation 

 


